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Private insurance continues to charge unlawful copays for PrEP 







MA resident on ACA Marketplace plan

Charged $15 copay every time he completed a 

telehealth or in office visit for > 1 year

Called insurer several times from Feb-May 

2022 

-Told that PrEP was not a “preventive 

service”

Despite health center help advocating with 

plan, no progress 

Stopped PrEP and tested positive in June 2022

Private Insurance: Case Report from Massachusetts







ACA requires no-copay preventive services 
PrEP given A-rating by USPSTF in 2019 

Plaintiffs challenge 
constitutionality of mandate based on USPSTF 
recommendations
coverage of PrEP by employers objecting on religious 
grounds 

HIV+Hep & 24 organizations submitted amicus brief focused on 
HIV 
District Court ruled in favor of plaintiffs on most issues but 
decision is stayed on appeal to Fifth Circuit 
ACA preventive services mandate remains the law of the land 

Fifth Circuit expected to rule later this year 
any decision likely to be appealed to Supreme Court 

Braidwood v Becerra



NASTAD billing & coding guide 
White House convening on PrEP copays 

CCIIO enforcement 
DOL for ERISA plans  
CDC involved

Defend ACA protections 
Preventive services, harmful benefit designs

PrEP Access & Coverage Act HR 4392/S 2188

National-level advocacy

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4392
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/2188?s=1&r=32


Formal insurance complaints 
insurance dept or AG office

Press coverage 
Advocate for state legislation

$0 copay 
no prior auth 
pharmacy-based PrEP
preventive service coverage
CA, CO, IL, NJ, NY, ME, NV, RI

Advocate for state PrEP insurance guidance 
AL, CA, CO, GA, IL, MA, MI, NM, NY

State-level advocacy



Medicare coverage of PrEP 
Out-of-pocket costs can be high
Some plans cover LA PrEP (mix of Part B and Part D) 

National Coverage Determination (NCD) 
ViiV requested NCD for provider-administered PrEP
HIV+Hep & 64 orgs request timely NCD for LA PrEP

CMS proposes to require no-copay coverage of both 
oral & injectable forms of PrEP (incl future drugs) in 
Part B 

 

Medicare



HIV+Hep & other orgs point out that billing Part B for 
oral meds poses challenges that could adversely affect 
access 

Many PrEP users would need to switch pharmacies
Call on CMS to consult with patients, pharmacies, providers, 
plans before moving forward 
Can oral PrEP be covered in both B & D? 
No-copay coverage may not be possible in Part D 

CMS misses October 2023 deadline to finalize NCD 
Medicare coverage of PrEP 
Still waiting for CMS decision 

 

Medicare



Critical to cover all forms of PrEP without prior 
authorization 
$0 copay – even low Medicaid copays are a 
barrier 
Network issues 
Reduce Medicaid churn issues 

Many people churn between Medicaid, 
uninsurance, and private insurance 

PrEP insurance navigation helps 

Medicaid



Thank you!

Carl Schmid
cschmid@hivhep.org
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